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“Safer Skies Through Education” is 
the mission of the FAA Safety Team 
(FAASTeam). To accomplish this 
mission, the FASSTeam’s national staff 
and regional program managers assign 
and manage volunteer FAASTeam 
representatives who share their aviation 
experience and technical knowledge with 
individuals or groups to promote and 
ensure advances in aviation safety.

Dick Aarons, a FAASTeam 
representative, pilot, and sUAS 333 
exemption holder with years of 
experience in aviation safety, and Sean 
McEvoy, an sUAS commercial operator 
and event coordinator for a drone 
safety clinic, contacted the AMA about 
participating in the clinic. The event was 
scheduled for January 28, 2017, at the 
Ridgefield Parks & Recreation Center 
in Connecticut. The clinic was open 
to anyone who wanted to learn about 
operating drones safely and legally.

I contacted Dick and told him that 
AMA welcomed the opportunity to 
participate in the event and that I would 
bring associate vice presidents (AVPs) 
Tom Rocheleau and Steve Brehm to help 
with the presentation. Dick asked that 
we focus on AMA’s Safety Programming 
for recreational operations and that he 
and Sean would focus on FAA sUAS 
regulations and commercial operations.

We used PowerPoint presentations 
to cover sUAS Part 107 and 101 
federal regulations for recreational and 
commercial operations and AMA sUAS 
flight operations, which are distinctly 
different when flying in accordance with 
Part 101/336 instead of under Part 107. 
I presented AMA’s Safety Programming 
requirements along with the dos and 

don’ts of sUAS operations. We talked 
about AMA providing leadership, 
competition, education, advocacy, and 
a strong voice to oppose unnecessary, 
overbearing sUAS legislation, especially 
when in conflict with federal law.

Tom discussed the many benefits 
of AMA membership, the different 
membership classifications, AMA club 
flying sites, flight training, and events. 
Steve provided AMA handouts and 
answered individual questions from 
attendees. Dick and Sean presented 
and answered questions about FAA 
sUAS safety regulations for all types of 
flight operations. Sean did some indoor 
drone flight demonstrations and we also 
showed some video of sUAS flying and 
drone racing.

Although attendance was limited, 
it was a diverse group of all ages with 
varying interests and questions on 
recreational, commercial, and public 
sUAS operations. There were fathers 
with sons who wanted to know about 
AMA clubs, drone flying, and flight 
training. 

Many adults were interested in 
learning more about becoming 
commercial sUAS pilots. They had 
questions about sUAS regulations 
regarding altitude limits and flights above 
people, public, or private property. 
There were questions concerning 
minimum separation distances between 
sUAS in flight and other aircraft, people, 
or property. Many wanted to know how 
to identify permitted, restricted, and 
permission-required flying locations.

Questions were asked about notifying 
and obtaining permission when flying 
within 5 miles of airports. Night flying 
restrictions and procedures for obtaining 
FAA waivers were also discussed. Others 
had questions relating to safety and 
privacy issues.

We thank Dick Aarons for involving 
the AMA in this FAASTeam drone 
clinic. There was certainly more value 
for attendees in having both the FAA 
and AMA engaged in a drone safety 
presentation, and we hope to see more 
collaborative educational initiatives with 
FAASTeam and AMA in the future. 

Presenters at the drone safety clinic in Redgefield CT, were (L) Dick Aarons FAA Safety 
Representative; (L-R) AVP Steve Brehm; Sean McEvoy, sUAS commercial pilot; AMA District I Vice 
President Andy Argenio; AVP Tom Rocheleau; and Andy Argenio. 

Some of the attendees learning about safe 
and legal drone flying from AMA and FAA.


